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try, and country worthies, I can see no reason to
think any of the present managers to be magicians;
whether, as above, we consider the magicians to be
philosophers, or as Jannes and Jambres, enchanters
and conjurers.

But having spoken of the two several sorts of
magic, 1. Honest magic, which I have proved to be
only the study of natural philosophy and astronomy,
and such useful parts of knowledge, which the
learned call natural magic; and, 2ndly, Diabolical
or infernal magic, which is a practising by the help
of demons or evil spirits.

It remains then, that I should at least mention
the third, or which before I placed as second in
order, which is artificial magic, that is to say, a
mere legerdemain, or juggling with nature : this is
managed by the wit and dexterity of man, with the
advantages of concealed, occult powers, known in
nature, but unknown and unseen by vulgar heads
and eyes ; and such, fame tells us, have been carried
to extraordinary heights, such as

1.  The glass sphere of Archimedes.

2.  The wooden pigeon of Architas.

3.  The golden birds of the emperor Leo, which
sung.

4.  The brazen birds of Boetius, which did both
sing and fly; and his brazen serpent, which could
hiss.

To which we may add, Friar Bacon's brazen head,
which spoke.

These were all impositions upon the sight or
hearing of the people ; as no doubt the phosphorus
would have been, which makes fire burn without
heat, and without consuming the matter; and had
a man in those days of invention found out a load-
stone, what wonders might he not have performed
by it! what would have been said, to see him make
a piece of iron dance round a table, while the agent